FAQ’s for the Master of Counselling Online Program at the
 Faculty of Education -  Applied Psychology - University of Calgary

1. Once I complete this program, can I register as a Psychologist? What if I don’t live in Alberta?

Students residing in Alberta are eligible to register a Psychologists upon completion of the Master of Counselling Program. Students from other provinces should check with the governing association in their province to find out what the registration requirements are. All students are encouraged to consult with the governing association regarding the required qualifications for registration, including undergraduate course requirements.

2. Can I take courses in your program if I’m not a registered student?

Only registered students can take courses in the program. However, students who are enrolled in Open Studies are generally permitted to take courses through our program.


3. What is the application deadline? Can I still apply to the Master of Counselling program if I have missed the deadline? 

The application deadline is December 15 for programs beginning the following September. 
4. How do I know whether courses I’ve taken will meet the criteria for required courses for admission listed on your website?

In order to meet the admission requirements you must have completed one development course, one learning course, and one counselling skills course. For admission criteria use this link: http://educ.ucalgary.ca/apsy/mc-online# admission criteria  If you are unsure about whether your have the appropriate courses, please contact Merrit Penny at penny@ucalgary.ca.

5. Who should I talk to about setting up an appointment to discuss my interest in/application to the program? Can I talk to an advisor?

Please contact Merrit Penny at penny@ucalgary.ca with any additional questions that are not addressed on our website.


7.  When is the soonest I can submit my application for the Fall Semester?
May 15th  and the online application is found at https://www.gradapplication.ucalgary.ca/account/instructions.asp 

6. If I enrol in the 3-year program, is it possible to maintain part-time/full-time work while still being able to meet the demands of my courses? 

Most students enrolled in the three-year program continue to work part-time, and some even full time. Students can add more courses to their load if the schedule permits it. They will experience a much heavier work load, and are responsible for determining their own program plan. 

Where can I get more information on the program, application procedure, competitive admission criteria, and fees? 

We have recently updated our website to include easily accessible information about all aspects of our program, for fee information: 

http://educ.ucalgary.ca/apsy/mc-online#currentandprojectedprogramfees
6. I am having trouble understanding the fee guideline. Approximately what is the total cost of the 3-year program?

Currently in the Spring of 2009 the cost of one course is $1,150.00 and program fees of $1512.00.  There are 12 courses to complete the program so over the 3 years the program might cost approximately $17,000.00

7. Can courses from the Post-Graduate Certificate in Counselling Psychology be used if I later want to pursue a Master of Counselling Degree in Counselling Psychology?

Yes! The Certificate Program is designed for students who either do not want to complete a Masters degree or who do not meet the admissions criteria for the Masters Program and plan to apply to use their certificate as a stepping stone for entering a Masters program.

8. Can I apply to the program while I am currently enrolled in courses that are needed to meet the program prerequisites?

Yes. Students who are currently enrolled in courses required for admission may apply to the program.  Any acceptance offered to such students will be contingent upon successful completion of the required courses.


9. I am interested in participating in the information session you are hosting. What are the next steps I need to take to register/attend?

Please contact Merrit Penny at penny@ucalgary.ca for more information.

10. What are the minimum requirements for admission? If I don’t meet the minimum GPA requirements will I still be considered for the program?

Although the minimum GPA required for admission to the Master of Counselling program is 3.0, competitive applicants typically have a GPA of 3.4. Please see the following link for information on admission criteria: http://www.ucalgary.ca/apsy/mc-online#admissioncriteria
Students who do not meet the minimum GPA requirements for the program may be recommended for admission into the Post Graduate Certificate Program in Counselling Psychology and then re-assessed later for admission into the Master of Counselling Program if they still wish to apply.
 
11. In relation to the Summer Institute, do we have to go to Calgary or are they held in other locations?

Students in their first year of the program are required to attend the Summer institute in Calgary held in July.   This is a mandatory component of the program that is only offered in Calgary.  Students in their second year have the option of completing their courses online or attending the Summer Please see the following link for more information on the summer institute: http://www.ucalgary.ca/apsy/mc-online#summerinstitute 

12. Where can I get more information about the post-masters certificate program?

Please see the website: http://www.ucalgary.ca/apsy/post-masters-cert-counselling-online 
13. I am a current student in the CAAP program at UofL/AU. Can I transfer to the UofC program?

Students from other universities wishing to enroll in the Master of Counselling Program must apply for admission with other applicants to the program.

14. Is this program accredited?

Although our program is not currently an accredited program, we are in the process of working towards attaining accreditation. However, the University of Calgary is an accredited university and this program is approved by the Alberta Ministry of Learning. Graduates from our program, with a specialization in Counselling Psychology, will have the graduate-level education required to apply for registration with the College of Alberta Psychologists or to apply for Certification with the Canadian Counselling Association.

For additional clarification on accreditation, please see the CPA website link:  http://www.cpa.ca/home/

15. How does the practicum placement work?

Students in the Master of Counselling program are required to complete two practicums: a general counselling practicum and a specialized practicum. Normally students will complete their practicums as the last two courses in their programs and they will use the same setting for both practicums. Under special circumstances some variation in the normal plan is possible, but the guiding principle is that practicum courses provide an opportunity for students to integrate all of the learning that has occurred in their programs, and so the practicums come at their end of their course work.

For information on the practicum placement, please see the following link: http://www.ucalgary.ca/apsy/mc-online#practicumrequirements 

16. Is it necessary to have a B.A. / BSc. In Psychology to enter into your program?

Although it is not necessary to hold an undergraduate degree in psychology in order to obtain admission into our program, most successful applicants have a strong psychology background.

17. Will having a specialization limit my job options?

Absolutely not. In fact, having a specialization in a specific area should open up more opportunities for you as a counselor. Most of not all employers would prefer this.

18. What can I do with a Master of Counselling degree?

Please follow this link to learn more about career options: http://www.ucalgary.ca/apsy/about-us 

19. How do I apply to your program?

Please see the following link for information on how to apply to our program: http://www.ucalgary.ca/apsy/mc-online#applicationprocedure 

20. What does a typical program plan look like?

Please see the following link for information on the standard program plan for students enrolled in the 3-year program: http://www.ucalgary.ca/apsy/mc-online#programplanforstudentsadmittedonoraftersept2008 

21. Is it possible to complete this program in one year?

It is not possible to complete this program in one year given the course requirements in combination with the practicum and final project timelines. Two years is the minimum amount of time needed to complete the program.
22. How does the program differ from the Masters of Psychology degree. 

The MC online psychology program is in Applied Psychology, the study of tests, and interactive counselling, for more information review the Counselling website found at: http://educ.ucalgary.ca/apsy/counselling
For Masters of Psychology please review the Faculty of Psychology website: http://www.ucalgary.ca/faculties/fss/
